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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize an inductee 
for the 2000 Colorado Business Hall of Fame, 
Mr. Ed McVaney. 

Jointly produced by the Denver Metro 
Chamber of Commerce and Junior Achieve-
ment, the Colorado Business Hall of Fame 
recognizes outstanding Colorado businesses 
and civic leaders from the past and present, 
publicizes the contributions of business lead-
ers to our community and promotes the impor-
tance and value of the private enterprise sys-
tem. 

One of this year’s inductees, Ed McVaney, 
is the cofounder and chairman of J.D. Ed-
wards, a Denver-based software company that 
develops highly functional enterprise resource 
planning software to facilitate the operation 
and management of complex enterprises. 

Ed McVaney graduated from the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1964 with a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineering. Ed began 
work as an operations research engineer and 
software specialist for Bell Systems while still 
in college. He earned an MBA from Rutger’s 
University in 1966. He worked in the software 
area of Grant Thronton & Co. and Peat, 
Marwick Mitchell. 

Mr. McVaney and his wife, Carole, have al-
ways been strong advocates of higher edu-
cation. They have given generous donations 
to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. The do-
nation established the J.D. Edwards Honors 
Program for Computer Science and Manage-
ment. 

Mr. McVaney’s contributions to the software 
industry as well as the Denver economy are 
unmatched. It is because of these contribu-
tions, his leadership and vision that Ed 
McVaney is so well-known and widely re-
spected in Colorado. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to congratulate Mr. Ed McVaney and thank 
him for his commitment to his field and our 
community.
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CELEBRATING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LATINO LEARNING 
CENTER 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
Latino Learning Center and to express my ap-
preciation to everyone associated with this 
wonderful organization. The Latino Learning 
Center was founded in November 1979 to pro-
vide employment and educational needs in our 
community and is governed by a 15-member 
board of directors comprising of community, 
civic and corporate leaders. This mission of 
the Latino Learning Center is to see that all 

low-income people in Houston, specifically the 
residents of near East End and near North 
Side communities, have the opportunity for 
education and human support services. 

Since its inception, the Latino Learning Cen-
ter has dutifully provided these services and 
has positively impacted the lives of our citi-
zens. The Latino Learning Center’s success is 
widely known and has resulted in more than 
6,000 individuals graduating from its training 
programs. 

The Latino Learning Center has a very inter-
esting history. It was established as a Texas 
nonprofit organization. It received a donation 
of land and buildings in 1981–82 from the 
Magnolia Business Center, Inc. Since the 
buildings were previously used as ware-
houses, significant renovation was necessary 
in order to upgrade the facility. The Latino 
Learning Center’s founders embarked upon an 
aggressive fundraising campaign to secure the 
initial $150,000 necessary for the renovation 
process. 

As the result of the boards diligence, suffi-
cient charitable gifts from the private sector 
were obtained to structurally transform the 
building and acquire adjacent parking space. 
Due to generous philanthropic participation of 
many Houstonians, private sector support and 
some public sector funds, the Latino Learning 
Center became an established reality. In July 
1984, an open house ceremony was held and 
classes and community services began within 
the year. 

Over the past 20 years, the Latino Learning 
Center has established strong ties with the 
community by serving as a Multipurpose cen-
ter. The Latino Learning Center is utilized by 
many civic organizations including LULAC, the 
American GI Forum, the Mexican-American 
Sheriff’s Organization, the Union of Hispanic 
METRO employees, the Hispanic Organization 
of Postal Employees—HOPE, and many oth-
ers. It is also used to conduct meetings, plan 
events of benefit for the community, conduct 
community/media press conferences, and per-
form special events such as dispensing food 
baskets for the poor during the holiday sea-
son. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to congratulate the 
Latino Learning Center on its 20th anniver-
sary, and I hope they remain in our community 
for many years to come. I also ask that my 
colleagues in the House join me in expressing 
our appreciation for the services and the com-
mitment of everyone associated with this won-
derful center.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Federation of India Commu-
nity Associations of N.E. Ohio on the 50th An-
niversary of the establishment of the Indian 
Republic. On January 26, 1950, India pro-
claimed itself a sovereign nation governed by 
its own Constitution. Republic Day is cele-

brated on the 26th of January each year. It is 
a major national holiday in India celebrating 
the culmination of the Indian movement to-
ward self-government that began on August 
15, 1947, with India’s Declaration of Independ-
ence. FICA has celebrated this important 
event with an annual dinner for over thirty 
years. Governor Robert Taft of Ohio recog-
nized the significance of this day by pro-
claiming January 26, 2000 Republic of India 
day for Ohio. 

India is a highly diverse country with more 
than fourteen major languages and at least as 
many distinct cultures. The Federation of India 
Community Associations is an umbrella orga-
nization for various Asian Indian groups 
throughout Northeast Ohio. For the past thirty 
years it has published The Lotus, a monthly 
community newspaper, and organized celebra-
tions for major Indian holidays and festivals. 
FICA maintains the India Community Center in 
Cleveland Heights and supports community 
service to the more needy in the area. The 
Asian Indian community in Greater Cleveland 
contributes extensively to the economic, social 
and cultural richness of the area. Members’ 
work in government, education, business, 
medicine, science, law and social service has 
created strong and lasting relationships with 
the entire community. 

My fellow colleagues, join with me in con-
gratulating this great cultural organization, 
along with all the people of India and Indian 
descent, on the 50th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Republic of India.
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TRIBUTE TO ILSE KAHN AND 
SUHAILA NASSER 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Ilse Kahn and Suhaila Nasser, who 
this year are receiving the Lifetime Commit-
ment to Peace Award from the American 
Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam 
Southern California Chapter. Ilse Kahn and 
Suhaila Nasser, who live in Southern Cali-
fornia, have made their own outstanding con-
tribution to the cause of peace and under-
standing in the Middle East. They embody the 
new spirit of reconciliation in the region. 

A survivor of the Holocaust, Mrs. Kahn has 
worked tirelessly to bring together Arab and 
Jewish children in an environment of peace 
and friendship. She was one of the founders 
of the Southern California chapter of Neve 
Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam, the joint Palestinian/
Jewish community in Israel. Mrs. Kahn has 
been active in the bilingual and bicultural nurs-
ery, kindergarten and primary school located 
in the community. Her efforts have helped a 
generation of Palestinian and Jewish children 
build strong ties and close relationships. 

As busy as she is with the Southern Cali-
fornia chapter, Mrs. Kahn somehow finds the 
time to be involved with other special causes, 
including LA’s Best, an enrichment program 
for school age children in Watts. She is also 
a member of the League of Women Voters. 

Suhaila Nasser, a Palestinian born in Jeru-
salem, immigrated to the United States in 
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